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About Us




The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Foundation is the nation’s largest dentist-led charity dedicated to making dental care accessible to all children.









  








51%




of elementary kids have cavities.







5x




more children experience cavities than asthma.







34 million




school hours are lost each year due to dental problems.







Want to help 
make a difference?
Donate Now











Thanks to the support of dental programs nationwide, a network of compassionate dentists, and our dental care grant recipients, we have helped more than 735,000 children in setting the foundation for a lifetime of healthy habits.












  
          
              
    
          
              
    
      

  
    

WHY WE’RE HERE




AAPD Foundation Purpose




Helping to ensure all little teeth get the care they need, we the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Foundation supports community-based programs that provide dental services to all children. Our pediatric dentists are experts at determining how to convert grants into meaningful dental care and are constantly on the lookout for new ideas that show promise for all communities. With your support, we can ensure every child has a healthy smile.





Learn More About Our Impact




  







ORAL HEALTHCARE IS HEALTHCARE




Oral health: A window to your overall health




Learn about the important connection between your oral health and your overall health. 
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        Healthy Hygiene Habits        
        
      
    

    
      

Daily brushing and flossing keeps bacteria under control. Without these healthy hygiene habits, bacteria can result in cavities and gum disease.
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        Cavities Impact Quality of Life        
        
      
    

    
      

Cavities make children more vulnerable to various infections in other parts of their body, such as the ears, sinuses, and even the brain, possibly having a long-term impact.
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        Linked Health Conditions        
        
      
    

    
      

Diabetes, Alzheimer’s disease, osteoporosis and HIV/AIDS are all possible conditions that may affect your oral health.
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        Poor Overall Health        
        
      
    

    
      

Bad oral health contributes to various diseases and conditions, including pneumonia, endocarditis, cardiovascular disease and even birth complications.


    
  




  
      







  
          
              
    
    
      

  
    

Become a healthy smile hero!




With your help, we can give more children the dental care they need—and the healthy smile they deserve!





Donate
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          Dentist Testimonials        
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      Lily’s Story

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


My mom says I might be the only kid in the world who likes going to the dentist. My dentist is nice!

Lily, Age 9
Patient at Heartland Community Health Center





    

  







      
            A Mother’s Story

    

  
  
              
    
      A Mother’s Story

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


I’d like to thank our dentist for creating a positive experience for my child and leave him wanting to return…now my son enjoys brushing his teeth twice a day.

Mother of 4-year-old
Patient at Welfare Society of Chicago





    

  







      
            Maria’s Story

    

  
  
              
    
      Maria’s Story

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


Thank you all so much for always giving the best care to our family, you guys are the best!

Maria
Patient at Boys and Girls Club Marion Polk Counties





    

  




  

  
  






  
    


      
            Dr. Herman’s Testimonials

    

  
  
              
    
      Dr. Herman’s Testimonials

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


Thanks to the AAPD Foundation we are able to continue to provide preventive and comprehensive dental care to thousands of uninsured and underserved children every year!

Dr. Michael Herman
KinderSmile Foundation





    

  







      
            Dr. Nguyen’s Testimonial

    

  
  
              
    
      Dr. Nguyen’s Testimonial

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


I recently saw a 9-year-old patient who had not been to the dentist in a long time, due to the pandemic and other barriers…. After his appointment, his mom reported that her son was back to his old self, cavity-free and enjoying his favorite foods again.

Dr. Elaine Nguyen
Harbor Community Health Centers





    

  







      
            Dr. Ahmed’s Testimonial

    

  
  
              
    
      Dr. Ahmed’s Testimonial

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


When treating our little ones with special health care needs, sometimes we need to be creative and I’m thankful to the AAPD Foundation for providing our clinic with the support to do so.

Dr. Imran Ahmed
AltaMed Health Services





    

  




  

  
  



  






LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR IMPACT




What makes us smile




The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Foundation is on a mission remove the barriers to childhood dental care and start them on a path for life-long healthy hygiene habits.







Our Impact




Our People
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												The AAPD Foundation, EIN: 36-3542658, is recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service. We are committed to supporting community-based initiatives providing dental care to children from families that cannot afford it and promoting optimal oral health for all children.
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