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Big Love
for Little Teeth




With your support, we are helping to ensure all little teeth get the care they need and deserve.





Donate




  







  
    $10,140,360

    Donated Dollars

  

  
    

Want to learn more?
See Our Impact


  







Oral health directly affects overall health









Children do not have equal access to the dental care they need




Half of the children in elementary school have cavities. Cavities in young kids can harm their health, development, and quality of life – both in the short-term and over time. 














51 percent




of children between the ages of 6 and 11 have cavities.*











1 in 10 children




with cavities suffers from pain, making it hard to chew and eat healthy foods.*











51 million




hours of school are lost each year in the U.S. because of poor oral health.* 









Learn More About Us






*Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention




















OUR IMPACT ON LITTLE TEETH




How we make a difference




The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Foundation is dedicated to making dental care accessible to all children by providing community dental grants to support dentist-led clinics who give routine cleanings, advanced treatments, and ongoing care to kids in need.





Discover Our Impact




Find Help for Your Child















Get Involved




See what we’re all about! Tune in to the latest news to stay up to date on everything we’re doing.














Featured News




Read more about supporting all children in their need for proper dental care.




See All News















Events




Join us for any upcoming events! Missed an event? Don’t worry! We have them all here for you.




See All Events












  
          
              
    
    
      

  
    

Nominations Closed




Dr. Beverly A. Largent Access to Care Innovator Award




Every year The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Foundation is proud to recognize someone for excellence in providing dental care to children from families who cannot afford it. This year’s winner will receive a $10,000 prize, as well as a trip to AAPD 2024 in Toronto.





Learn More




  







  
          
              
    
    
      

  
    

Become a healthy smile hero!




With your help, we can give more children the dental care they need—and the healthy smile they deserve.





Donate
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Thank you all so much for always giving the best care to our family, you guys are the best!

Maria (Patient) 
Boys and Girls Club Marion Polk Counties 





    

  







      
            Mary Anne’s Story

    

  
  
              
    
      Mary Anne’s Story

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


My son, a person with special needs, is treated with the utmost kindness, and support at this dentist’s office.

Mary Ann
Parent of Patient





    

  







      
            A Mother’s Story

    

  
  
              
    
      A Mother’s Story

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


I’d like to thank our dentist for creating a positive experience for my child and leave him wanting to return…now my son enjoys brushing his teeth twice a day.

Mother of 4-year-old (Parent of Patient) 
Infant Welfare Society of Chicago 





    

  




  

  
  






  
    


      
            Dr. Poelman’s Testimonial

    

  
  
              
    
      Dr. Poelman’s Testimonial

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


Thanks to the sensory room that was generously funded by the AAPD Foundation grant, we have been able to provide an improved experience for our patients with special needs. We now have several different tools at our disposal to help patients feel at ease and comfortable in our care.

Dr. Thomas Poelman 
AltaMed Health Services





    

  







      
            Dr. Day’s Testimonial

    

  
  
              
    
      Dr. Day’s Testimonial

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


The pandemic significantly decreased access to oral health care for children. Our integrated model of care, ensured children received preventative oral health care throughout the pandemic and needed restorative care.

Dr. Molly Day
Heartland Community Health Center 





    

  







      
            Ms. Hoffman’s Testimonial

    

  
  
              
    
      Ms. Hoffman’s Testimonial

      


  
    
      
        
        
      
      
    
  

  


We have made a good team to support each other in the hygiene and dental care of patients and to make parents aware of their role in the hygiene habits of their children. I am grateful to the AAPD Foundation for helping to make this possible.

Ingrid Hoffman, RDH
Orange Blossom Family Health 
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												The AAPD Foundation, EIN: 36-3542658, is recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service. We are committed to supporting community-based initiatives providing dental care to children from families that cannot afford it and promoting optimal oral health for all children.
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